[bookmark: brainwave-seed-fund-assessment-rubric]Brainwave Seed Fund Assessment Rubric
Each application will be assessed out of 100 points.
	Criterion
	Weighting
	Assessment Considerations

	1. Collaborative Innovation
	30
	Does the project establish a genuinely new collaboration? Does it integrate expertise from multiple disciplines? Is the collaboration essential to answering the research question?

	2. Scientific Merit and Novelty
	25
	Is the research question important? Is the idea innovative? Does the proposal have the potential to open a new research direction?

	3. Feasibility
	15
	Can the project realistically be completed with $5,000 within 12 months? Are the aims achievable?

	4. Future Funding Potential
	20
	Will the project generate preliminary data, proof-of-concept or partnerships that position the team for larger external funding opportunities?

	5. Capacity Building
	10
	Does the project provide opportunities for EMCRs, students or new investigators? Will it strengthen capability across the Brain Theme?


[bookmark: scoring-guide]Scoring Guide
[bookmark: outstanding]5 – Outstanding
Exceptional proposal with outstanding collaborative potential and major future impact.
[bookmark: very-good]4 – Very Good
Strong proposal with clear innovation and excellent potential.
[bookmark: good]3 – Good
Solid proposal that meets the objectives of the scheme.
[bookmark: fair]2 – Fair
Some merit but significant weaknesses or limited collaborative benefit.
[bookmark: poor]1 – Poor
Does not adequately address the criterion.

[bookmark: funding-priorities]Funding Priorities
Preference will be given to projects that:
· establish new interdisciplinary collaborations;
· bring together investigators from different laboratories or scientific disciplines;
· involve Early- and Mid-Career Researchers in leadership roles;
· generate data that directly supports future competitive grant applications;
· create new technologies, methodologies or biological applications;
· demonstrate a clear pathway to longer-term collaborative research.

[bookmark: conditions-of-award]Conditions of Award
Successful teams will:
· commence the project immediately;
· complete the project within 12 months;
· acknowledge Brain Theme Seed Funding in resulting presentations and publications;
· provide a one-page final report by 30.09.2027;
· present progress outcomes at the Annual Symposium;
· present outcomes at a future Brain Theme Workshop.

Grant submission, outcomes and start date
Grants are due by 5pm Friday 28th August by emailing to: lezane@uow.edu.au and will be assessed by a panel of QUBIC CIs. Outcomes will be announced in September with projects to start immediately. 
